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PREFACE

Globalization and Diversity: Geography of a Changing World, Fourth
Edition, is intended for college and university world regional geo-
graphy classes. Our perspective is that globalization is the most
fundamental reorganization of the world’s environmental economic,
cultural, and geopolitical structure since the Industrial Revolu-
tion, therefore our focus throughout is to discuss and analyze the
geographic changes accompanying these changes.

As geographers and teachers, we think it essential for students to
understand two interactive realities in the modern world. First, they
need to appreciate and evaluate the changes in environmental, cul-
tural, political, and economic systems resulting from globalization.
Second, they need to deepen their understanding of the development
and persistence of geographic diversity. These opposing and interac-
tive forces form a theme running throughout our book and are re-
flected in the title, Globalization and Diversity.

NEW TO THE FOURTH EDITION

m Working Toward Sustainability features in all chapters de-
scribe sustainability projects throughout the world, empha-
sizing positive environmental and social initiatives and their
results.

m Chapter opening vignettes with panoramic photographs pro-
vide a current real-world introduction to each region.

m Each chapter begins with a set of Learning Objectives to
help students recognize the most important concepts in the
chapter.

m Review Questions at the end of each major thematic section
help students check their comprehension of the material as
they read.

m Following an introduction in Chapter 1, gender issues are dis-
cussed in all regional chapters.

® Migration maps and text material highlight the importance of
regional and global migration flows.

m All regional chapters now contain graphics showing how pop-
ulation pyramids at different scales help us better understand
population dynamics.

m Updated environmental issues maps in all regional chapters
have been standardized and brought up to date.

m Updated population maps in all regional chapters contain
more effective categorizations of density and urban size.

m Current information on climate change is integrated in all
of our chapters, including the policies and programs enacted
by different countries and regions to address climate change,
emission reduction, and energy usage. Material on these top-
ics is introduced in Chapter 2 and subsequently presented
through the regional chapters in dedicated climate change
sections.

m Current data and information are integrated into all text, ta-
bles, and maps, based on the the lastest information from the

Xii

2010 U.S. Census, the World Bank, United Nations, and 2012
Population Reference Bureau Population Data.

Quick Response (QR) codes at the end of each of chapter
enable students to link smartphones and other mobile
devices to the new Globalization and Diversity authors’
blog, as well as to Martin Lewis’ innovative and provocative
GeoCurrents blog.

The Fourth Edition is now supported by MasteringGeogra-
phy™, the most widely used and effective online homework,
tutorial, and assessment system for the geosciences. Assign-
able media and activities include MapMaster™ interactive
maps, Encounter World Regional Geography Google Earth
Explorations, geography videos, Thinking Spatially and Data
Analysis Activities, end-of-chapter questions, reading quizzes,
Test Bank questions, and select Geoscience Animations.

New and Updated in Chapter 1

Geography Matters. New discussion of fundamental geo-
graphic concepts, including areal differentialization, regions,
and the cultural landscape.

Geographer’s Toolbox. New discussion of latitude and longi-
tude, map projections, scale, different kinds of maps, aerial
photos remote sensing, and GIS.

Expanded, integrated treatment of globalization. A revised
presentation of globalization in different contexts that pro-
vides students with a critical framework for understanding its
varied aspects.

Demographic transition revised. Following the lead of pro-
fessional demographers, a fifth stage has been added to the
traditional demographic transition model to account for
the current very low natural population rates in developed
countries.

The Nation-State Revisited. A critical view of the traditional
nation-state concept that sets the scene for regional material
on micro-regionalism, ethnic separatism, migrant enclaves,
and multicultural nationalism.

New and Updated in Chapter 2

Geology: A Restless Earth. A new section that includes expla-
nation of plate tectonics and geologic hazards.

Climate Controls. New content that discusses the effects of
latitude, land-water interactions, global wind patterns, and to-
pography on weather and climate.

Updated section on climate change and international activ-
ity to limit atmospheric emissions. New material based on
the latest CO, emission data and global discussions regarding
post-Kyoto activity.

Water: A Scarce World Resource. A new section that focuses
on global water problems and solutions.



m Revised discussion of bioregions. A more detailed carto-
graphic depiction of biomes and bioregions, complemented
by a fuller discussion of the worlds ecological diversity, as
well as the issues faced in protecting those environments
around the globe.

CHAPTER ORGANIZATION

We organized Globalization and Diversity to describe and explain the
major world regions, including those of Asia, Europe, Africa, and the
Americas. Our 12 regional chapters, however, depart somewhat from
traditional world regional textbooks. Instead of filling these regional
chapters with descriptions of individual countries, we develop five
important themes as the structure for each regional chapter. We begin
with Environmental Geography, describing the physical geography of
each region, as well as current environmental issues. Then we assess
the region’s Population and Settlement, discussing its demography, mi-
gration, land use, and settlement (including cities). Third is a section
on Cultural Coherence and Diversity that examines the geography of
language and religion. It also explores current popular culture and
cultural tensions resulting from the interplay of globalization and di-
versity. Following this is a thematic section on each region’s Geopo-
litical Framework that examines the political geography of the region,
including micro-regionalism, separatism, ethnic conflicts, global ter-
rorism, and supranational organizations. We conclude each regional
chapter with a section on Economic and Social Development, in which
we analyze each region’s economic framework; this section also ex-
amines social development, a topic that includes health, education,
and gender issues.

The regional framework follows two substantive introductory
chapters that provide the conceptual framework of human and physi-
cal geography necessary for understanding the contemporary global-
ized world. In the first chapter, we introduce the idea of globalization
and ask students to ponder the costs and benefits of the globaliza-
tion process, a critical perspective that is becoming increasingly nec-
essary in the contentious global arena. Following this material, we
examine the geographical foundation for each of the five thematic
sections. This discussion draws heavily on the major concepts funda-
mental to an introductory university geography course. The second
introductory chapter, “The Changing Global Environment,” pres-
ents the themes and concepts of global physical geography, includ-
ing landforms and geology, climate, climate change, hydrology, and
biogeography.

CHAPTER FEATURES

Within each regional chapter, several unique features complement the
thematic pedagogy of our approach:

m Comparable maps. Of the many maps in each regional chap-
ter, eight are constructed on the same themes and with similar
data so that readers can easily draw comparisons between dif-
ferent regions. Thus, almost every regional chapter has maps
of physical geography, climate, environmental issues, popula-
tion density, migration, language, religion, and geopolitical is-
sues of the region.
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m Other maps. Each regional chapter has additional maps illus-
trating such major themes as urban growth, ethnic tensions,
social development, regional development, and linkages to the
global economy.

m Comparable regional data sets. To facilitate comparison be-
tween regions, as well as to provide important insight into
the characteristics of each region, each chapter contains two
thematic tables. The first provides population data of all sorts,
including population density, level of urbanization, total fertil-
ity rates, and proportions of the population under 15 and over
65 years of age, as well as net migration rates for each coun-
try within the region. The second table presents economic and
social development data for each country, including GNI per
capita, GDP growth, life expectancy, percentage of the popula-
tion living on less than $2 per day, child mortality rates, and
the UN gender equity index.

m Working Toward Sustainability case studies. This new fea-
ture in each regional chapter highlights examples of sustain-
ability in multiple settings and at varied scales.

m Exploring Global Connections case studies. In each regional
chapter, this feature explores how activities in different world
regions are linked so that students understand that in a global-
ized world, regions are neither isolated nor discrete entities.
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THE TEACHING AND LEARNING PACKAGE

In addition to the text itself, the authors and publisher have been
pleased to work with a number of talented people to produce an ex-
cellent instructional package.

FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

MasteringGeography™ with Pearson eText. The Mastering plat-
form is the most widely used and effective online homework, tutorial,
and assessment system for the sciences. It delivers self-paced tutori-
als that provide individualized coaching, focus on course objectives,
and are responsive to each student’s progress. The Mastering system
helps teachers maximize class time with customizable, easy-to-assign,
and automatically graded assessments that motivate students to learn
outside of class and arrive prepared for lecture. MasteringGeography
offers:

m Assignable activities that include MapMaster™ interactive
map activities, Encounter World Regional Geography Google
Earth Explorations, video activities, Geoscience Animation
activities, map projection activities, coaching activities on the
toughest topics in geography, end-of-chapter questions and
exercises, reading quizzes, Test Bank questions, and more.

E A student Study Area with MapMaster™ interactive maps,
videos, Geoscience Animations, web links, glossary flashcards,
“In the News” RSS feeds, chapter quizzes, an optional Pearson
eText including versions for iPad and Android devices, and
more.

Pearson eText gives students access to the text whenever and wher-
ever they can access the Internet. The eText pages look exactly like
the printed text and include powerful interactive and customization
functions, including links to the multimedia.

Practicing Geography: Careers for Enhancing Society and the Envi-
ronment by Association of American Geographers (0321811151).
This book examines career opportunities for geographers and geospa-
tial professionals in the business, government, nonprofit, and educa-
tion sectors. A diverse group of academic and industry professionals
shares insights on career planning, networking, transitioning between
employment sectors, and balancing work and home life. The book
illustrates the value of geographic expertise and technologies through
engaging profiles and case studies of geographers at work.

Teaching College Geography: A Practical Guide for Graduate Stu-
dents and Early Career Faculty by Association of American Geogra-
phers (0136054471).

This two-part resource provides a starting point for becoming an ef-
fective geography teacher from the very first day of class. Part One
addresses “nuts-and-bolts” teaching issues. Part Two explores being

an effective teacher in the field, supporting critical thinking with
GIS and mapping technologies, engaging learners in large geography
classes, and promoting awareness of international perspectives and
geographic issues.

Aspiring Academics: A Resource Book for Graduate Students and
Early Career Faculty by Geographers Association of American
Geographers (0136048919).

Drawing on several years of research, this set of essays is designed
to help graduate students and early career faculty start their careers
in geography and related social and environmental sciences. Aspir-
ing Academics stresses the interdependence of teaching, research,
and service—and the importance of achieving a healthy balance of
professional and personal life—while doing faculty work. Each chap-
ter provides accessible, forward-looking advice on topics that often
cause the most stress in the first years of a college or university
appointment.

Television for the Environment Earth Report Geography Videos on
DVD (0321662989).

This three-DVD set helps students visualize how human decisions
and behavior have affected the environment and how individuals are
taking steps toward recovery. With topics ranging from the poor land
management promoting the devastation of river systems in Central
America to the struggles for electricity in China and Africa, these 13
videos from Television for the Environment’s global Earth Report se-
ries recognize the efforts of individuals around the world to unite and
protect the planet.

Television for the Environment Life World Regional Geography
Videos on DVD (013159348X).

From the Television for the Environment’s global Life series, this two-
DVD set brings globalization and the developing world to the atten-
tion of any world regional geography course. These 10 full-length
video programs highlight matters such as the growing number of
homeless children in Russia, the lives of immigrants living in the
United States and trying to aid family still living in their native coun-
tries, and the European conflict between commercial interests and en-
vironmental concerns.

Television for the Environment Life Human Geography Videos on
DVD (0132416565).

This three-DVD set is designed to enhance any human geogra-
phy course. These DVDs include 14 full-length video programs
from Television for the Environments global Life series, covering
a wide array of issues affecting people and places in the contempo-
rary world, including the serious health risks of pregnant women
in Bangladesh, the social inequalities of the “untouchables” in the
Hindu caste system, and Ghana’s struggle to compete in a global
market.
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FOR TEACHERS

Instructor Resource Manual (Download) (0321862252).

The Instructor Resource Manual, created by Jim Tyner, follows the new
organization of the main text. It includes a sample syllabus, chapter
learning objectives, lecture outlines, a list of key terms, and answers
to the textbook’s Thinking Geographically and Review Questions.
Discussion questions, classroom activities, and advice about how to
integrate visual supplements (including web-based resources) are in-
tegrated throughout the chapter lecture outlines.

TestGen/Test Bank (Download) (0321861418).

TestGen is a computerized test generator that lets teachers view and
edit Test Bank questions, transfer questions to tests, and print the
test in a variety of customized formats. Authored by Iddi Adam, this
Test Bank includes approximately 1,500 multiple-choice, true/false,
and short answer/essay questions. Questions are correlated against
the book’s Learning Objectives, the revised U.S. National Geogra-
phy Standards, chapter-specific learning outcomes, and Bloom’s
Taxonomy to help teachers to better map the assessments against
both broad and specific teaching and learning objectives. The Test
Bank is also available in Microsoft Word® and is importable into
Blackboard.

Instructor Resource DVD (032186140X).

The Instructor Resource DVD provides teachers everything they need
where they want it and helps make them more effective by saving
them time and effort. All digital resources can be found in one well-
organized, easy-to-access place. The IRC DVD includes:

m All textbook images as JPEGs, PDFs, and PowerPoint™
Presentations

m Pre-authored Lecture Outline PowerPoint™ Presentations,
which outline the concepts of each chapter with embedded art
and can be customized to fit instructors’ lecture requirements

m CRS “Clicker” Questions in PowerPoint™ format, which corre-
late to the book’s Learning Objectives, the U.S. National Geogra-
phy Standards, chapter-specific learning outcomes, and Bloom’s
Taxonomy

B The TestGen software, Test Bank questions, and answers for
both MACs and PCs

m Electronic files of the Instructor Resource Manual and Test Bank

This Instructor Resource content is also available completely online
via the Instructor Resources section of MasteringGeography and
www.pearsonhighered.com/irc.

FOR STUDENTS

Mapping Workbook (0321862201).

This workbook, which can be used in conjunction with either the
main text or an atlas, features political and physical shaded relief
base maps of every global region. These maps, along with the names
of the regional key locations and physical features, are the basis for
identification exercises. Conceptual exercises are included to fur-
ther students’ comprehension of the key points presented in the
main text’s chapters. An answer key is available to download from
www.pearsonhighered.com/irc.

Goode’s World Atlas, 22nd Edition (0321652002).

Goode’s World Atlas has been the world’s premiere educational atlas
since 1923—and for good reason. It features over 250 pages of maps,
from definitive physical and political maps to important thematic maps
that illustrate the spatial aspects of many important topics. The 22nd
Edition includes 160 pages of new, digitally produced reference maps,
as well as new thematic maps on global climate change, sea-level rise,
CO, emissions, polar ice fluctuations, deforestation, extreme weather
events, infectious diseases, water resources, and energy production.

Pearson’s Encounter Series provides rich, interactive explorations
of geoscience concepts through GoogleEarth™ activities, cover-
ing a range of topics in regional, human, and physical geography.
For those who do not use MasteringGeography, all chapter explora-
tions are available in print workbooks, as well as in online quizzes at
www.mygeoscienceplace.com, accommodating different classroom
needs. Each exploration consists of a worksheet, online quizzes, and
a corresponding Google Earth™ KMZ file.

m Encounter World Regional Geography Workbook and Website by
Jess C. Porter (0321681754)

m Encounter Human Geography Workbook and Website by Jess
C. Porter (0321682203)

m Encounter Physical Geography Workbook and Website by
Jess C. Porter and Stephen O’Connell (0321672526)

m Encounter Geosystems Workbook and Website by Charlie
Thomsen (0321636996)

m Encounter Earth by Steve Kluge (0321581296)

Dire Predictions: Understanding Global Warming by Michael Mann,
Lee R. Kump (0136044352).

Dire Predictions is appropriate for any science or social science course
in need of a basic understanding of the reports from the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). These periodic reports
evaluate the risk of climate change brought on by humans. But the
sheer volume of scientific data remains inscrutable to the general pub-
lic, particularly to those who may still question the validity of climate
change. In just over 200 pages, this practical text presents and expands
upon the essential findings in a visually stunning and undeniably pow-
erful way to the lay reader. Scientific findings that provide validity to
the implications of climate change are presented in clear-cut graphic
elements, striking images, and understandable analogies.


www.pearsonhighered.com/irc
www.pearsonhighered.com/irc
www.mygeoscienceplace.com
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Conveying a strong sense of place and context, this contemporary approach to world regional geography helps
students understand the unique connections among the world’s diverse regions.

Globalization and Diversity

For most of the past 200 years, the landlocked
region of Central Asia has been geopolitically
dominated by countries located in other world
regions and partially cut off from the main
currents of global trade. Since the downfall

of the Soviet Union in 1991, however, Central
Asia has emerged as a key producer of globally
traded resources and as a focus of international
geopolitical rivalry.

ENVIRONMENTAL GEOGRAPHY

Intensive agriculture along the rivers that flow into the deserts
of Central Asia has resulted in serious water shortages, leading
to the drying up of many of the region’s lakes and wetlands.

POPULATION AND SETTLEMENT

Pastoral nomadism, the traditional way of life across much
of Central Asia, is gradually disappearing as people settle in
towns and cities.

CULTURAL COHERENCE AND DIVERSITY

In much of eastern Central Asia, the growing Han Chinese pop-
ulation is sometimes seen as a threat to the long-term survival
of the indigenous cultures of the Tibetan and Uyghur peoples.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMEWORK
Afghanistan and its neighbors to the north are frontline states

in the struggle between radical Islamic fundamentalism and

secular governments.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Despite its abundant resources, Central Asia remains a poor
region, although much of it enjoys relatively high levels of

social development.

> Soldiers in the U.S.-allied Afghan National Army walk through a
field of opium poppies as they patrol in the Taliban stronghold of

Panjwaii in Kandahar province in 2009.
326

Social Media and Political Change:
Lessons from the Arab Spring

s civil unrest spread with lightning
Aspeed through much of the Middle

East in 2011, and as several regional
conflicts continued thereafter, discussion
focused on the role played by social media
in spreading the conflicts and in popular-
izing the underlying reform movements
(Figure 7.2.1). So was the Arab Spring a child
of the Facebook generation? Well, yes and
no. Ultimately, the chain of events producing
dramatic protests in settings such as Tunisia,
Egypt, Libya, Bahrain, Yemen, and Syria was
probably not about the tweets, viral videos,
and cell-phone connections that were sensa-
tionalized in the global media. Rather, it was
more about how complex local geographies
of people (from diverse ethnic, class, and
tribal backgrounds) found themselves deal-
ing with an equally complex assortment of
country-specific political issues.

Still, technology and the Arab Spring were
inextricably intertwined, particularly in three
ways. First, cell phones, blogs, email, and
tweets facilitated the flow of information that
helped protesters plan events and coordinate
strategies with allies. Second, local videos
from smart phones and pinhole cameras docu-
mented government abuse and often provided
(in settings such as Syria) the only proof of
widespread state-supported violence. Third,
the global diffusion of this information pro-
moted the internationalization of political

discourse and made it
easier to spread the word
about local conflicts and to
identify common threads
among different protest
movements. A related
point is that about
60 percent of the
region’s population is
under 30—precisely the
group most inclined to use
these technologies and
often the people most
frustrated by unresponsive
governments that refuse
to change their ways.

But is this technology inherently more
democratic or liberating? Critics argue
that such notions are merely naive cyber-
utopianism. Consider what has happened in
settings such as Iran, Syria, and China. In these
countries, repressive governments have used
the Internet and other forms of electronic com-
munication (such as blogs and tweets) to com-
pile dossiers on critics of the government, spy
on online chatter, and even identify and arrest
suspected enemies. In Iran, thousands were ar-
rested after the 2009 uprisings as secret police
made use of information from the Internet and
social media. Similarly, Syria’s repressive Assad
regime made widespread use of Facebook to
follow its opponents during its civil war. The

FIGURE 7.2.1 Communicating from the Front Lines, Cairo,
Egypt, 2011 A young Egyptian woman talks on a mobile phone in
Cairo’s Tahrir Square during demonstrations in February, 2011

Chinese government now employs thousands
of workers to add pro-government online
chatter to various Internet outlets.

So what lessons can we learn from the in-
terplay of the Arab Spring and the new world
of electronic and social media? No doubt, in
that moment in time, tweets and cell phones
mattered greatly. But equally clear is the fact
that protesters have no monopoly on their
knowledge and use of these communications
technologies. Bloggers beware: Repressive
governments can be fast learners. Finally, as
events continue to unfold in the region, it ap-
pears that at least for now, local rivalries and
shifting political alliances in particular locales
may trump any potential for more pan-regional
democratic and reform-minded discourse.

NEW! Chapter-opening vignettes
with engaging photos provide
students with a strong and immediate
sense of the region.

Updated Exploring Global Connections case
studies reinforce the book’s popular globalization
theme by illustrating the interesting and sometimes
unexpected interconnections between regions.
Examples include social media and the Arab Spring;
S. Korean’s investment in Central Asia; Burma’s
connections with China; China’s recent heavy
investment in Australia; and many others.



Socially conscious topics—sustainability, gender issues, global climate change—combine with geography fundamentals
to engage and involve students on multiple levels.

NEW! Working Towards Sustainability features show
diverse applications of how sustainability initiatives apply
to people, groups, and settlements in different places and
at different scales, emphasizing positive environmental

and social initiatives and their outcomes. Examples include

urban rooftops in U.S. cities, preservation of the Azraq
Basin in Jordan, Germany’s renewable energy program,
sustainable development in China’s Loess Plateau, and

many others.

FIGURE 7.42 Algerian Women Women now make up more than
30 percent of Algeria’s newly-elected National Assembly, a higher
proportion of female representation than in many Western nations.

Expanded coverage of

gender issues, food, art,
music, film, and sports
brings these high-interest

cultural topics to the
forefront.

FIGURE 9.30 Svetlana Loboda

FIGURE 14.35 Samoan Football Players Even though rugby is the
most popular sport in Oceania, there are a large number of Samoan
football players in the United States, at both college and professional levels.
Here, Joey losefa, running back for University of Hawaii moves the ball
against San Jose State.

Ukrainian singing star Svetlana
Loboda was one of the top performers at Eurovision 2009, held in
Moscow. In addition to a successful career in music and television, Loboda
has championed the plight of battered women throughout the region.

WORKING TOWARD SUSTAINABILITY

Preserving Land and Life in Jordan's

Azraq Basin

largest supplies of groundwater (Figure

7.1.1). Associated surface springs and
wetlands traditionally support both sedentary
farmers (who depend on the basin for ir-
rigation water for their desert grain and tree
crops) and nomadic Bedouin populations (who
use seasonal pastures to graze their camels,
sheep, and goats). In addition, large flocks of
migrating birds (including species from Scandi-
navia, Africa, and Siberia) use lakes in the area
as stopovers on their multicontinental journeys
(Figure 7.1.2).

Since 1980, however, unwelcome changes

have threatened the long-term viability of the
basin. Rapidly growing urban populations

The Azraq Basin contains some of Jordan's
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in nearby Amman and
Zarqa have placed
increased demands

on regional aquifers.

In rural areas, many
farmers have shifted to
more commercialized

and intensive forms of
irrigated agriculture. Large
numbers of new wells have
been dug, many of them illegal. Periodic
regional droughts—potentially related to

global warming—have also been on the rise,

limiting surface recharge. The results have
been dramatic and painful. Beginning in the
1990s, many springs and shallow wells have
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FIGURE 7.1.1 Azraq Basin, Jordan The map shows the size and
centrality of Jordan's Azraq Basin. Note the proximity to Amman and Zarqa.

FIGURE 7.1.2 Azraq Wetlands, Jordan This small freshwater resource
is an invaluable part of the Azraq Wetlands Nature Reserve in Jordan.

seen lower flows or have dried up. The salinity
of the remaining water resources has risen.
Wetlands have shrunk greatly in size, and
many migratory birds have disappeared
In a coordinated response to the crisis,
the Jordanian government established the
Azraq Oasis Restoration Project, designed
to study the problem and come up with
sustainable solutions to reverse falling
groundwater levels, preserve traditional
farming and grazing lifestyles, and restore
the ecological integrity of the critical
wetlands environment. The project has also
teamed up with the International Union for
Conservation of Nature, the Arab Women
Organization (focused on improving the lives
of ordinary Jordanian women), and numerous
stakeholders in the area. Project researchers
have emphasized a participatory approach,
in which they spend large amounts of time
in local workshops and seminars and do
extensive fieldwork partnering with residents
Although only about 5-10 percent of the
surface wetlands have been temporarily
restored (through increased groundwater
pumping), project leaders hope that their
efforts will slow the drilling of new wells,
encourage farmers to rethink the mix of crops
they grow (and adopt more efficient drip
irrigation systems), and offer more examples
of urban water consumption and recycling.
The fate of the Azraq Basin remains
in doubt. Lower population growth and
widespread local participation in water
conservation efforts are crucial elements in
restoring the basin and its groundwater to
sustainable levels. Ultimately, the project’s
chances for long-term success may lie in a
creative blending of tradition and innovation
that combines local and global knowledge and
in the process redefines water as a sustainable
resource in a part of the world where it
increasingly seems in short supply.

A stronger focus on geography fundamentals and
tools of the trade includes expanded information in
the introductory chapters on map reading and modern
geospatial tools, and critical physical geography
concepts such as plate tectonics and natural hazards.

FIGURE 2.2 Plate Tectonics ~ According to plat
culate molten rock in different direc
crust, the slow movement of the cels drags
fom the mid-oceanic ridges, resuiting in the collsion
nergent plte boundaries. While

s tectonic

spreading

THE GEOGRAPHER'S TOOLBOX: LOCATION,
MAPS, REMOTE SENSING, AND GIS

Geographers use many different tools to represent the world in a con-
venient form for examination and analysis. You will need very different
kinds of images and data if you're studying vegetation in Brazil or min-
ing in Mongolia; population density in Tokyo or languages spoken in
Europe; religions practiced in the Middle East or rainfall in southern

India. Today

s modern satellite and communications systems offer geog-

raphers an array of tools not imagined 50 years ago.
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Structured to facilitate learning

Each of the regional chapters is organized into five thematic sections—Environmental Geography, Population and
Settlement, Cultural Coherence and Diversity, Geopolitical Framework, and Economic and Social Development—to

encourage cross-regional comparisons and highlight issues in today’s globalized world. Each chapter also includes a new

structured learning path to help students focus on important concepts and check their understanding.

NEW! Learning Objectives,
which are presented in

each chapter’s opening

pages, guide students in
prioritizing the most important
concepts in the chapter,

and are connected to each
chapter’s Review Questions
and MasteringGeography™
assessments.

NEW! Review Questions

at the end of each thematic
section help students check
and apply their comprehension
as they read each chapter.

End-of-chapter Thinking
Geographically questions
offer students opportunities
to apply and synthesize their
understanding and engage in
collaborative/group activities.

r

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After reading this chapter you should be able to:

m |dentify the different components of globalization, including their

controversial aspects, and list several ways in which globalization is
changing world geographies.

m Describe the conceptual framework of world regional geography.

® Summarize the major tools used by geographers to study Earth’s

surface.

® Explain the concepts and metrics used to document changes in

global population and settlement patterns.

m Describe the themes and concepts used to study the interaction

between globalization and the world's cultural geographies.

® Explain how different aspects of globalization have interacted

with global geopolitics from the colonial period to the present

day.

Identify the concepts and data important to documenting changes
in the economic and social development of more and less developed
countries.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is sectoral transformation, and how does it help explain
economic change in North America?

2. Cite five types of location factors, and illustrate each with
examples from your local economy.

Thinking Geographically

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How did the colonization of Latin America by Iberia lead to the
formation of the modern states of Latin America?

2. How are trade blocs reshaping the region's geopolitics?

1

. Select an economic, political, or cultural activity in your city or

town, and discuss how it has been influenced by globalization.

. Choose a specific country or region of the world and examine the

benefits, and liabilities that globalization has posed for that country
or region. Remember to look at different facets of globalization,
such as the environment, cultural change and conflict, and the
economic effects on different segments of the population.

. Drawing on information in current newspapers and magazines,

as well as TV and the Internet, apply the concepts of cultural
imperialism, nationalism, and cultural syncretism to a region or
place experiencing cultural tensions.

Ut

. Select an African country with a colonial past. (a) Trace its pathway

of decolonialization; (b) describe and analyze its contemporary
relations with its former colonial overseer, being sensitive to the
matter of whether a neocolonial relationship has been established.

. Using the tables of social indicators in the regional chapters of this

book, identify traits shared by countries that have a high percentage
of female illiteracy. Based on your inquiry, what general conclusions
do you reach?

Scan to visit the
author’s blog for
chapter updates.

=]
[=]s

http://gad4blog.
wordpress.com/

[=]

Authors’ Blogs

Scan to visit the
GeoCurrents blog.

5]

Scan now to access the authors’ blogs for up-to-date information on
Concepts of World Geography.

http://geocurrents.info/
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A pedagogically oriented cartography program, large-format photos, illustrations, and other visualizations of current
data help students experience and understand the world’s diverse regions.

The cartography program features standardized maps for all regional chapters.

Each regional chapter contains approximately 12 maps, with each region including many

of the same thematic maps to help with cross-regional comparisons. This system allows

students to compare and contrast concepts and data both within and between regions. A highly graphical presentation includes a large-format map

Additionally, this system reinforces the global effect on local issues. or photo on almost every page, with more than 50% of photos
new to this edition.
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FIGURE 11.31 Geopolitical Issues in East Asia East Asia remains one of the world’s geopolitical hot
spots. Tensions are particularly high between capitalist, democratic South Korea and the isolated communist
regime of North Korea, as well as between China and Taiwan. China has had several border disputes, one
of which involves a group of small islands in the South China Sea. Japan and Russia have not been able to
resolve their quarrel over the southern Kuril Islands.

NEW! Paired population pyramids contrast subregions
e o I and settlements within each region, comparing either

| 80-84. I 80-84 N N .
. e - e | historic or forecasted change or current population trends.
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FIGURE 7.23 Population Pyramids: Egypt, Iran, and United Arab Emirates, 2012 Three distinctive
demographic snapshots highlight regional diversity: Egypt's above-average growth rates differ sharply

from those of Iran, where a focused campaign on family planning has reduced recent family sizes. Male
immigrant laborers play a special role in skewing the pattern within the United Arab Emirates.
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MasteringGeography™

www.masteringgeography.com

MasteringGeography delivers engaging, dynamic learning opportunities—focusing on course objectives and
responsive to each student’s progress—that are proven to help students absorb world regional course material and

understand difficult geographic concepts.

Tools for improving geographic literacy and exploring Earth’s dynamlc landscape

& is a powerful interactive map tool that
presents a55|gnable layered thematic and place name
interactive maps at world and regional scales for students
to test their geographic literacy and spatial reasoning
skills, and explore the modern geographer’s tools.

MapMaster Layered Thematic Interactive Map
Activities act as a mini-GIS tool, allowing students to
layer various thematic maps to analyze spatial patterns
and data at regional and global scales and answer
multiple-choice and short-answer questions organized by
region and theme.

NEW! MapMaster has been updated to include:

e 90 new map layers
e Zoom and annotation functionalities

e Current U.S. Census, United Nations,
and Population Reference Bureau Data

MapMaster Place Name Interactive Map Activities
have students identify place names of political and
physical features at regional and global scales, explore
select recent country data from the CIA World Factbook,
and answer associated assessment questions.
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Help students develop spatial reasoning and a sense of place

.9
-

ge

Geography videos provide students a sense of place and allow them to explore a range

of locations and topics related to world regional and physical geography. Covering issues of
economy, development, globalization, climate and climate change, culture, etc., there are 10
multiple choice questions for each video. These video activities allow teachers to test students’
understanding and application of concepts, and offer hints and wrong-answer feedback.

Thinking Spatially and Data Analysis Activities help students master
the toughest concepts and develop spatial reasoning and critical thinking
skills by identifying and labeling features from maps, illustrations, graphs,
and charts. Students then examine related data sets, answering multiple-
choice and increasingly higher-order conceptual questions, which include
hints and specific wrong-answer feedback.

Part A
Identify the following features on the diagram:
Drag the appropriate labels to their respective targets.

[ Core ] [ Mid-oceanridge | [ Oceanicerust | [Sea floor spreading | | volcanic activity | [ Mantie J | subd plate |

(ocemteneh ) [comeaoncat ] [ ot )

r

Encounter Activities provide rich, interactive explorations
of geoscience concepts through Google Earth™ activities,
exploring a range of topics in world regional geography.
Dynamic assessment includes questions related to core
world regional geography concepts. All explorations include
corresponding Google Earth KMZ media files, and questions
include hints and specific wrong-answer feedback to coach
students towards mastery of the concepts.

Student Study Resources in
MasteringGeography include:

MapMaster™ interactive maps
Practice quizzes

Geography videos

Select Geoscience Animations
“In the News"” RSS feeds
Glossary flashcards

Optional Pearson eText and more

Callouts to MasteringGeography appear at
the end of each chapter to direct students to
extend their learning beyond the textbook.
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With the Mastering gradebook and diagnostics, you'll be better informed about your students’ progress than ever
before. Mastering captures the step-by-step work of every student—including wrong answers submitted, hints
requested, and time taken at every step of every problem—all providing unique insight into the most common
misconceptions of your class.

Quickly monitor and display student results

The Gradebook records all
scores for automatically graded
assignments. Shades of red
highlight struggling students
and challenging assignments.
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With a single click, Individual
Student Performance Data
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on the question, number of hints
opened, and number of wrong and
correct answers submitted.
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Easily measure student performance against your Learning Outcomes

Learning Outcomes

MasteringGeography provides quick and easy access to information on
student performance against your learning outcomes and makes it easy to
share those results.

e Quickly add your own learning outcomes, or use publisher-
provided ones, to track student performance and report it to your
administration.

e View class and individual student performance against specific learning
outcomes.

o Effortlessly export results to a spreadsheet that you can further
customize and/or share with your chair, dean, administrator, and/or
accreditation board.

MasteringGeography™
Maonage/Record Locture Video

Easy to customize

Customize publisher-provided items or quickly add
your own. MasteringGeography makes it easy to edit e O
any questions or answers, import your own questions,
and quickly add images, links, and files to further enhance
the student experience.

Legal Notice:

Upload your own video and audio files from your
hard drive to share with students, as well as record

video from your computer’s webcam directly into
MasteringGeography—no plug-ins required. Students can
download video and audio files to their local computer or
launch them in Mastering to view the content.
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Pearson eText gives students access to Globalization and Diversity:
Geography of a Changing World, Fourth Edition whenever and
wherever they can access the Internet. The eText pages look exactly like the
printed text, and include powerful interactive and customization functions.
Users can create notes, highlight text in different colors, create bookmarks,
zoom, click hyperlinked words and phrases to view definitions, and view

as a single page or as two pages. Pearson eText also links students to
associated media files, enabling them to view an animation as they read the
text, and offers a full-text search and the ability to save and export notes.
The Pearson eText also includes embedded URLs in the chapter text with
active links to the Internet.

NEW! The Pearson eText app is a great companion to Pearson’s eText
browser-based book reader. It allows existing subscribers who view their
Pearson eText titles on a Mac or PC to additionally access their titles in a
bookshelf on the iPad or an Android tablet either online or via download.
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GLOBALIZATION
AND DIVERSITY

GEOGRAPHY OF A CHANGING WORLD
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Globalization and Diversity

Globalization affects all people and places throughout the
world because it's everywhere, all the time. While some
embrace the changes brought by globalization, others resist
and push back, taking refuge in the traditional and familiar.
As a result a complex world geography is produced consisting
of new and old, containing intertwined and inseparable ele-
ments of both globalization and diversity.

CONVERGING CURRENTS OF GLOBALIZATION
One of the most important and controversial challenges facing
the world in the 21st century is associated with globalization—
the increasing interconnectedness of people and places through
converging economic, political, and cultural activities.

GEOGRAPHY MATTERS

Geography is one of the fundamental sciences with its roots in the
Greek word for " describing the Earth”. As a result this discipline has
been central to all cultures and civilizations as they seek to better
understand the world.

THE GEOGRAPHER'S TOOLBOX

Geographers use many different tools in their study of the world—
maps, aerial photos, satellite images, GPS, and digital geographical
information systems to name just a few.

ENVIRONMENTAL GEOGRAPHY

Fundamental to world regional geography is an understanding of the
physical world—geology, climate, vegetation—as well as analysis of
environmental issues like global climate change.

POPULATION AND SETTLEMENT
The key issues are vastly different rates of natural growth, population
migration, and urbanization.

CULTURAL COHERENCE AND DIVERSITY
Globalization affects people and cultures worldwide, often creating
new cultural geographies, but also at times reinforcing traditional
ways of life.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMEWORK

Unquestionably, one of the characteristics of the last several decades
has been the speed, scope, and character of geopolitical change in
different regions of the world.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Economic globalization is a driving force behind changing geographies
in all parts of the world and understanding and evaluating these
processes and changes is central to world regional geography.

» An icon of diversity and globalization, Hamburg has been a world
trade center since medieval times. Today, Hamburg is not only
Europe's second largest port (after Rotterdam) but also one of
Europe’s most ethnically diverse cities.







4 Globalization and Diversity

lobalization affects the geography of people and places

throughout the world, from small rural villages to large

bustling cities. Pundits say globalization is like the weather:

It's everywhere, all the time. It is a ubiquitous part of our
lives and landscapes that is both beneficial and negative, depending
on our needs and point of view. While some people in some places
embrace the changes brought by globalization, others resist and push
back, seeking refuge in traditional habits and places. As a result, the
handmaiden of globalization is diversity: a tension between the glo-
bal and the local. In Asian philosophy, yin and yang are polar oppo-
sites, yet what are seemingly contrary are actually interconnected and
interdependent. Indeed, this is the case with the globalization and
diversity that make up world regional geography.

CONVERGING CURRENTS
OF GLOBALIZATION

One of the most important challenges facing the world in the 21st
century is associated with globalization—the increasing intercon-
nectedness of people and places through converging economic, politi-
cal, and cultural activities. Once-distant regions and cultures are now
increasingly linked through commerce, communications, and travel.
Although earlier forms of globalization existed, especially during
Europe’s colonial period, the current degree of planetary integration
is stronger than ever. In fact, many observers argue that contemporary
globalization is the most fundamental reorganization of the world’s
socioeconomic structure since the Industrial Revolution.

Although economic activities may be the major force behind glo-
balization, the consequences affect all aspects of land and life: Cultural
patterns, political arrangements, environment, and social develop-
ment are all undergoing profound change. Because natural resources
are now global commodities, the planet’s physical environment is also
affected by globalization. Financial decisions made thousands of miles
away now affect local ecosystems and habitats, often with far-reaching
consequences for Earth’s health and sustainability.

These immense and widespread global changes make understand-
ing our contemporary world a challenging, yet necessary task. World
regional geography is central to this task because of its integration of
environmental, cultural, political, and economic themes and topics.

A ’f - =

FIGURE 1.1 Global Communications The effects of globalization are
everywhere, even in remote villages in developing countries. Here, in a small
village in southwestern India, a rural family earns a few dollars a week by
renting out viewing time on its globally linked television set.

Economic Globalization

Most scholars agree that the major component of globalization is the
economic reorganization of the world. Although different forms of a
world economy have existed for centuries, a well-integrated and truly
global economy is primarily the product of the past several decades.
The attributes of this system, while familiar, bear repeating:

m Global communication systems that link all regions and most
people on the planet instantaneously (Figure 1.1)

m Transportation systems capable of moving goods quickly by air,
sea, and land

m Transnational business strategies that have created global corpora-
tions more powerful than many sovereign nations

m New and more flexible forms of capital accumulation and interna-
tional financial institutions that make 24-hour trading possible

m Global agreements that promote free trade

r
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter you should be able to:

m |dentify the different components of globalization, including their
controversial aspects, and list several ways in which globalization is
changing world geographies.

m Describe the conceptual framework of world regional geography.

B Summarize the major tools used by geographers to study Earth's
surface.

® Explain the concepts and metrics used to document changes in
global population and settlement patterns.

m Describe the themes and concepts used to study the interaction
between globalization and the world's cultural geographies.

® Explain how different aspects of globalization have interacted
with global geopolitics from the colonial period to the present
day.

m |dentify the concepts and data important to documenting changes
in the economic and social development of more and less developed
countries.




FIGURE 1.2 Global Shopping Malls Once a fixture only of suburban
North America, the shopping mall is now found throughout the world. This
mall is in downtown Kunming, the capital city of Yunnan Province, China.

m Market economies and private enterprises that have replaced
state-controlled economies and services

B An abundance of planetary goods and services that have arisen to
fulfill consumer demand—real or imagined (Figure 1.2)

m Economic disparities between rich and poor regions and countries
that drive people to migrate, both legally and illegally, in search of
a better life

B An army of international workers, managers, and executives who
give this powerful economic force a human dimension

As aresult of this global reorganization, economic growth in some
areas of the world has been unprecedented during recent decades;
China is a good example. But not everyone has gained from economic
globalization, nor have all world regions shared equally in the benefits.
While globalization is often touted as universally beneficial through
trickle-down economics, there is mounting evidence that this process
is happening neither in all places nor for all peoples. Additionally, the
global recession of 2008-2010 demonstrated that economic intercon-
nectivity can also increase economic vulnerability, as illustrated by the
precipitous decline in Hawaii’s tourist trade as the economies of both
Japan and the United States went flat at the same time.

Chapter 1 Concepts of World Geography 5

Globalization and Changing
Human Geographies

Economic changes also trigger cultural changes. The spread of a glo-
bal consumer culture, for example, often accompanies globalization
and frequently hurts local economies. It sometimes creates deep and
serious social tensions between traditional cultures and new, external
global culture. Global TV, movies, Facebook, Twitter, and videos im-
plicitly promote Western values and culture that are then imitated by
millions throughout the world.

Fast-food franchises are changing—some would say corrupting—
traditional diets, with the explosive growth of McDonald’s, Burger
King, and KFC outlets in many of the world’s cities. Although these
changes may seem harmless to North Americans because of their
familiarity, they are not just expressions of the deep cultural
changes the world is experiencing through globalization; they are
also generally unhealthy and environmentally destructive. The
expansion of the cattle industry, for example, as a result of the new
global demand for beef, is doing serious environmental damage to
tropical rain forests.

Although the media give much attention to the rapid spread of
Western consumer culture, nonmaterial culture is also becoming
more dispersed and homogenized through globalization. Language
is an obvious example—American tourists in far-flung places are
often startled to hear locals speaking an English made up primarily
of movie or TV clichés. However, far more than speech is involved, as
social values also are dispersed globally. Changing expectations about
human rights, the role of women in society, and the intervention of
nongovernmental organizations are also expressions of globalization
that may have far-reaching effects on cultural change.

It would be a mistake, however, to view cultural globalization as a
one-way flow that spreads from the United States and Europe into the
corners of the world. In actuality, when U.S. popular culture spreads
abroad, it is typically melded with local cultural traditions in a process
known as hybridization. The resulting cultural hybrids, such as hip
hop and rap music or Asian food, can themselves resonate across the
planet, adding yet another layer to globalization.

In addition, ideas and forms from the rest of the world are also
having a great impact on U.S. culture. The growing internationaliza-
tion of American food, the multiple languages spoken in the United
States, or the spread of Japanese comic book culture among U.S.
youngsters are all expressions of globalization within the United
States (Figure 1.3).

Globalization also has a clear demographic dimension. Although
international migration is not new, increasing numbers of people from
all parts of the world are now crossing national boundaries, legally
and illegally, temporarily and permanently (Figure 1.4). Migration
from Latin America and Asia has drastically changed the demographic
configuration of the United States, and migration from Africa and Asia
has transformed western Europe. Countries such as Japan and South
Korea that have long been perceived as ethnically homogeneous now
have substantial immigrant populations. Even several relatively poor
countries, such as Nigeria and the Ivory Coast, have large numbers of
immigrants coming from even poorer countries, such as Burkina Faso
and Mali. Although international migration is curtailed by the laws of
every country—much more so, in fact, than the movement of goods
or capital—it is still rapidly mounting, propelled by the uneven eco-
nomic development associated with globalization.
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FIGURE 1.3 Global Culture in the United States The multilingual
welcome offered by a public library in Montgomery County, Maryland,
not only illustrates the many different languages spoken by people in
the suburbs of Washington, DC, but also reminds us that expressions of
globalization are found throughout North America.

Finally, a significant criminal element also operates in contem-
porary globalization, including terrorism (discussed later in this
chapter), drugs, pornography, slavery, and prostitution. Illegal nar-
cotics, for example, are definitely a global commodity (Figure 1.5).
Some of the most remote parts of the world, such as the mountains of
northern Burma, are thoroughly integrated into the circuits of global
exchange through the production of opium and therefore into the
world heroin trade. Even many areas that do not directly produce
drugs are involved in their global sale and transhipment. Nigerians
often occupy prominent positions in the international drug trade, as
do members of the Russian Mafia. Many Caribbean countries have
seen their economies become reoriented to drug transhipments and
the laundering of drug money. Prostitution, pornography, and gam-
bling have also emerged as highly profitable global businesses. Over

FIGURE 1.4 International Migration Workers from southern India dig
a hole to install a street sign in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. This Persian
Gulf emirate is experiencing a massive construction boom as it shifts from
an oil-based economy to an economy based on real estate, tourism, and
international finance. As a result, temporary migrant workers from India
and Pakistan constitute much of the labor force.

the past decades, for example, parts of eastern Europe have become
major sources of both pornography and prostitution, finding a lucra-
tive, but morally questionable niche in the new global economy.

Geopolitics and Globalization

Globalization also has important geopolitical components. To many,
an essential dimension of globalization is that it is not restricted by
territorial or national boundaries. For example, the creation of the
United Nations (UN) following World War II was a step toward cre-
ating an international governmental structure in which all nations
could find representation. The simultaneous emergence of the Soviet
Union as a military and political superpower at that time led to a
rigid division into Cold War blocs that slowed further geopolitical in-
tegration. However, with the peaceful end of the Cold War in the late
1980s and early 1990s, the former communist countries of eastern
Europe and the Soviet Union were opened almost immediately to glo-
bal trade and cultural exchange, which have changed those countries
immensely (Figure 1.6).

Further, there is a strong argument that globalization—almost by
definition—has weakened the political power of individual states by
strengthening the power of regional economic and political organiza-
tions, such as the European Union and the World Trade Organization.
In some world regions, a weakening of traditional state power has re-
sulted in stronger local and separatist movements, as illustrated by the
turmoil on Russia’s southern borders or the plethora of separatist or-
ganizations in Europe (see “Exploring Global Connections: A Closer
Look at Globalization”).
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and cannabis (marijuana) are global issues. The most important cultivation centers are Colombia, Mexico, Afghanistan, and
northern Southeast Asia, and the major drug financing centers are located mostly in the Caribbean, the United States, and
Europe. In addition, Nigeria and Russia play significant roles in the global transhipment of illegal drugs.

FIGURE 1.6 End of the
Cold War The peaceful
end of the Cold War in
1990 greatly facilitated
global economic expansion
and jumpstarted cultural
and political globalization.
In this photo, Germans
celebrate the opening

of the Berlin Wall that
divided East and West
Berlin from August 1961
to November 1989.
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Globalization and Diversity

EXPLORING GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

lobalization comes in many shapes and
G forms as it connects far-flung people

and places. While many of these inter-
actions are expected and are common knowl-
edge, such as the global reach of multinational
corporations, other global connections are
more surprising. Who would expect to find
Australian firefighters dowsing California wild-
fires, or Russians investing in Thailand’s coastal
resorts, or Bronx hip-hop music becoming the
favored voice of European youth?

Indeed, global connections are ubiquitous

and often complex—so much so that an un-

A Closer Look at Globalization

book contains an Exploring Global Connections
sidebar, which presents an example drawn
from a wide variety of topics. In Chapter 2,

for example, a brief case study shows how the
increasingly complicated linkages involving log-
ging in Canada, Russia, and China are affecting
the economic well-being of a small lumber-
milling town in Washington State. Other case
studies are presented throughout the book.

FIGURE 1.1.1 Global use of cell phones
Cell phones have revolutionized the way people

derstanding of the many different shapes,
forms, and scales of these interactions is a key
component of the study of global geography.
To complement that study, each chapter of this

The Environment and Globalization

As we mentioned, the expansion of a globalized economy is creat-
ing and intensifying environmental problems throughout the world.
Transnational firms, which do global business through international
subsidiaries, disrupt local ecosystems with their incessant search for
natural resources and manufacturing sites. Landscapes and resources
previously used by only small groups of local peoples are now thought
of as global commodities to be exploited and traded in the world mar-
ketplace. As a result, native peoples are often deprived of their tradi-
tional resource base and displaced into marginal environments.

On a larger scale, economic globalization is aggravating world-
wide environmental problems such as global warming, air pollution,
water pollution, and deforestation. Yet it is only through global coop-
eration, such as the UN treaties on biodiversity protection or global
warming, that these problems can be addressed. These topics are dis-
cussed further in Chapter 2.

Controversy About Globalization

Globalization, especially in its economic aspect, is one of today’s most
contentious issues. Supporters believe that it results in a greater eco-
nomic efficiency that will eventually result in rising prosperity for
the entire world. In contrast, critics claim that globalization largely
benefits those who are already prosperous, leaving most of the world
poorer than before as the rich and powerful exploit the less fortunate.

Economic globalization is generally applauded by corporate lead-
ers and economists, and it has substantial support among the lead-
ers of both major political parties in the United States. Beyond North
America, moderate and conservative politicians in most countries
generally support free trade and other aspects of economic globali-
zation. Opposition to economic globalization is widespread in the
labor and environmental movements, as well as among many student
groups worldwide. Hostility toward globalization is sometimes deeply

communicate and interact in a globalized world for today phones are used for far more than simply
talking. For example, rural farmers commonly use cell phones to check crop prices so they can take
advantage of changing market conditions, while others pay bills and manage their money via cell
phones. This woman is of the Swazi tribe in rural South Africa.

felt, as massive protests at World Bank and World Trade Organization
meetings have made obvious (Figure 1.7).

Pro-Globalization Arguments Advocates of globalization argue
that globalization is a logical and inevitable expression of contempo-
rary international capitalism and that it benefits all nations and all
peoples. Economic globalization can work wonders, they contend, by
enhancing competition, allowing the flow of capital to poor areas, and
encouraging the spread of beneficial new technologies and ideas. As
countries reduce their barriers to trade, inefficient local industries are
forced to become more efficient in order to compete with the new
flood of imports, thereby enhancing overall national productivity.

FIGURE 1.7 Protests Against Globalization Meetings of international

groups such as the World Trade Organization (WTO) and International
Monetary Fund (IMF) commonly draw large numbers of protesters against
economic globalization. This group of protesters is at a recent meeting of
the WTO meeting in Geneva, Switzerland.




Those that cannot adjust will most likely go out of business, making
the global marketplace more efficient.

Every country and region of the world, moreover, ought to be
able to concentrate on those activities for which it is best suited in
the global economy. Enhancing such geographic specialization, the
pro-globalizers argue, creates a more efficient world economy. Such
economic restructuring is made increasingly possible by the free flow
of capital to those areas that have the greatest opportunities. By mak-
ing access to capital more readily available throughout the world,
economists contend, globalization should eventually result in a cer-
tain global economic convergence, implying that the world’s poorer
countries will gradually catch up with the more advanced economies.

The American journalist and author Thomas Friedman, one of the
most influential advocates of economic globalization, argues that the
world has not only shrunk, but also become economically “flat,” so that
financial capital, goods, and services can flow freely from place to place.
For example, the need to attract capital from abroad forces countries to
adopt new economic policies. Friedman describes the great power of
the global “electronic herd” of bond traders, currency speculators, and
fund managers who either direct money to or withhold it from develop-
ing economies, resulting in economic winners and losers (Figure 1.8).

The pro-globalizers also strongly support the large multinational
organizations that facilitate the flow of goods and capital across inter-
national boundaries. Three such organizations are particularly impor-
tant: the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and
the World Trade Organization (WTO). The primary function of the
World Bank is to make loans to poor countries so that they can in-
vest in infrastructure and build more modern economic foundations.
The IMF is concerned with making short-term loans to countries that
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FIGURE 1.8 The Electronic Herd One aspect of globalization is the
rapid movement of capital within the global economic system, movement
driven by bond traders, currency speculators, hedge funds, and similar
institutions. Here traders work on the Eurodollars Futures floor of the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange.

are in financial difficulty—those having trouble, for example, making
interest payments on the loans that they had previously taken. The
WTO, a much smaller organization than the other two, works to re-
duce trade barriers between countries to enhance economic globaliza-
tion. It also tries to mediate between countries and trading blocs that
are engaged in trade disputes (Figure 1.9).
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FIGURE 1.9 World Trade Organization One of the most powerful institutions of economic
globalization is the World Trade Organization (WTO), which was created in 1995 to oversee trade
agreements, encourage open markets, enforce trade rules, and settle disputes. The WTO currently
consists of 154 member countries. In addition to these member countries, more than 30 states have

“observer status,” including Iran and Iraq.





